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~ REV. FATHER SIDNEY SIDOR~ 
BIOGRAPHY 

 
 

1117 Blaine Avenue                                 Indianapolis, Indiana 46221 
 

~ PROFESSIONAL PROFILE ~ 
 

Visionary community spiritual leader and recognized for spiritual guidance, business leadership and as 
change agent as an appointed Priest of Parma Eparchy of the Byzantine Catholic Church.  Notable for 
introspective and spiritual guidance serving parishioners within the Eastern Byzantine Church, within the 
Central Indiana Archdiocese of the Roman Catholic Church, and the only Eastern Byzantine Catholic Priest 
at the crossroads of America.   
 
Sounding board for business ideas, investigating complex spiritual phenomena, provides sound advice using 
years of knowledge in the secular world.  Fr. Sidor’s background began as an altar boy in the parish of The 
Nativity Byzantine Catholic Church in DuBois, Pennsylvania where he served with honor and grace 
throughout his formative years.  Upon entering college, Pennsylvania State University, School of Chemistry 
and Physics, Fr. Sidor wanted to become a Physiological Chemistry Scientist.  Spent time in the United 
States Army as an officer prior, during, and after the Korean War, total service 14 years).  
 
Leaving active service he entered the corporate world, serving in multiple administrative and management 
roles including Industrial Chemical Engineer, Plant Superintendent, Plant Manager (Transmission & Axle 
Plant), and Director of Engineering. Fr. Sidor’s administrative training, as divinely orchestrated continued, 
he served as Vice President of Operations (on a Divisional Level), Director of Human Resources and Labor 
Relations, Corporate Labor Relations Arbitrator (presented labor cases against large unions throughout the 
United States of America), and Labor Contract Negotiator.  Throughout this period, Fr. Sidor knew that his 
Lord was calling him to do something beyond the ordinary as he ‘walked the walk’ and ‘talked the talk’ 
among the people, like the Lord. 
 
Fr. Sidor’s past moved him to seek serving His Lord as a Spiritual Administrator, so he left his secular world 
(widowed, four children-1 son, 3 daughters and eight grandchildren, one great-grandchild) entered The 
Sacred Heart School of Theology, Hales Corner, Wisconsin in the later years of his career.  Received a 
Master’s degree in Divinity and was ordained a priest on June 19, 2004.  Fr. Sidor was assigned to the Holy 
Spirit as a Parochial Vicar in Parma, Ohio – then assigned to Saint Athanasius the Great Byzantine 
Catholic Church in Indianapolis, Indiana where God led him to partake in his personal spiritual journey.  
 

 
~ COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT ~ 

Blesses Businesses across multiple Parish Events  
Sought out by Public Officials to Bless their Work  

Manages a Community Pantry 
Spiritual Guide for Alcoholics 

Collaborator and Guide providing Business’ Organizational Direction & Profitability Advice 
Knights of Columbus - Presentations 

 
 

~ PUBLICATIONS ~ 
Co-editor of an Eastern Catholic Bulletin 

Author of all Public Relations Material on Mission of the Byzantine Catholic Church 
Author of Deliverance and Prosperity Healing Services  

 



 

Full Biography of the Church: 

 

 
  

Parish History of St. Athanasius the Great 

It was the sixth Sunday after Easter in 1980. Liturgically, this day is know as the Sunday of the Holy 
Fathers and is dedicated to the Nicene Council. The homily was an inspiring story of the Council and 
the tenacity of St. Athanasius. A small congregation had been meeting for five weeks and it appeared 
that the effort would continue. In the following weeks when the question of choosing a name for the 
mission church arose, St. Athanasius became the inspiration. Just as he steadfastly held to the truth in 
the face of tremendous pressure, the congregation felt that the Byzantine traditions were worth 
preserving despite the difficulties that would be faced. 

There is no greater human model for perseverance in what one believes than St. Athanasius, and thus 
he became the patron of the mission effort. In the same way St. Athanasius was able to maintain truth 
in a vast sea of turmoil, the congregation hopes to follow his example and be faithful to the Byzantine 
Rite in a society that promotes expediency. Perhaps in some small way we can be worthy of the 
remembrance of the cries of his supporters of "Athanasius against the world" as we continue our 
efforts. 

The first liturgy in Indianapolis was celebrated by Fr. Patrick Hoffman on St. Thomas Sunday, April 
27, 1980 at 7 P.M. in the Roman Catholic Cathedral of Sts. Peter and Paul. Fr. Hoffman, stationed in 
Chicago at the time, traveled to Indianapolis by bus. The following week, the liturgy was celebrated at 
Holy Angels Roman Catholic Church. 

In June of 1980, Sister Julianne at St. Vincent's Hospital graciously opened the chapel and a conference 
room to the parishioners. Services continued each Sunday at 7:00 P.M. At this time, pastoral 
responsibilities shifted to the new pastor at St. Barbara's Church in Dayton, Ohio, Fr. Basil Hutsko. In 
order to better accommodate his schedule in Dayton, Fr. Hutsko changed the liturgy to the first and 
third Saturdays of each month at 5 p.m. 

Following an administrative change at St. Vincent's hospital in September of 1981, the parish was no 
longer welcome at the hospital chapel. Services moved to the Church of the Holy Spirit where Fr. 
William Munshower enthusiastically welcomed the mission effort. To avoid conflicts, the liturgy 
schedule changed to the first and third Sundays of each month at 3 p.m. 

By January of 1985, the parish had saved enough money for a deposit on a house and lot on the East 
side of Indianapolis. Before the real estate negotiations were completed, Bishop Mihalik died. 
Monsignor Andrew Vaida, who was in charge of such affairs until a new bishop could be named, 
provided the guidance and inspiration to finish the process under such difficult circumstances. The 
purchase was finalized early in April of 1985. The house was altered to accommodate a chapel in time 



for Resurrection Matins and Divine Liturgy on Easter Sunday, April 20. 

 
St. Athanasius the Great Byzantine Catholic Chapel  

and Rectory on East 25th Street, Indianapolis, Indiana  

Bishop Andrew Pataki was installed in the Diocese of Parma in August of 1985 and with his approval, 
Fr. Hutsko began to celebrate the liturgy each Saturday at 5 p.m., beginning in May of 1986. Four 
months later, Bishop Pataki came to Indianapolis and dedicated the church. 

Father John Trompak succeeded Fr. Hutsko as pastor in August of 1987 and continued the weekly 
Saturday liturgies. Under Fr. Trompak, the chapel was renovated as well as a religious education 
program that led to the initial first communion class in May of 1988. Father John served until August 
of 1990. 

In September of 1990, Father Christopher Burke became our pastor. He also continued with the 
Saturday evening liturgies and served as the pastor for Saint Barbara's in Dayton, Ohio as well. Father 
Burke left in January of 1991 and was replaced by Fr. Edward Wojciechowski. 

Fr. Wojciechowski also continued with the Saturday evening liturgies until he was assigned as our first 
resident pastor in January of 1992. The Saturday evening Divine Liturgy moved to Sunday morning at 
10:00 a.m. and Fr. Ed then celebrated all the weekday liturgies along with Feast Day liturgies being 
celebrated on the Feast Day. Father Wojciechowski served until July of 1993 at which time the Bishop 
transferred him to St. John the Baptist Byzantine Catholic Church in Minneapolis, Minnesota. During 
the time Fr. Wojciechowski was here, we were beginning to outgrow our Chapel, and different ideas 
on remodeling, building or buying something larger were discussed.  

Fr. Robert McElaney, O.S.B., a Benedictine Monk assigned to St Maur Monastery in Indianapolis, and 
a bi-ritual priest was assigned as our pastor in July of 1993. With Fr. Robert's knowledge of the 
Indianapolis Archdiocese, and with the cooperation of both Bishop Beuchlein of the Archdiocese of 
Indianapolis our Bishop Andrew Pataki of the Eparchy of Parma, we were able to purchase the former 
Roman Rite Assumption Church on the West side of Indianapolis.  

Throughout history, all good things come from "the East," Jesus Christ was born and shall come again 
from "the East," : the star in "the East," the Wise men came from "the East," Christianity has its roots 
in "the East," the priest faces "the East," the sun rises in "the East," and of course the Byzantine 
Catholic Church came from "the East." So, following in this great and glorious tradition, St. 
Athanasius the Great Byzantine Catholic Church also came from "the East," -- East 25th street that is 
-- to West Indianapolis. 

After Divine Liturgy on Wednesday evening April 5, 1995, several parishioners with willing hands and 
grateful hearts, pitched in to make the move possible. We celebrated our first Divine Liturgy in our 
new facilities on Palm Sunday, April 9, 1995. A lot of work has been done, but a lot remains to be 
accomplished. We are blessed with a church that has a 115-year history, a rectory and St. Mary's Parish 
Hall.  



 

Saint Athanasius the Great Byzantine Catholic Church and Rectory – today  

Fr. McElaney continued to serve as our pastor until his untimely death in October of 1997. After his 
death, we were greatly blessed to have several bi-ritual and Eastern Catholic priests volunteer to 
celebrate the Divine Liturgy on a rotating schedule.  

In May of 1998, Rev. Fr. John Kapitan, O.F.M. was assigned by Bishop Basil Schott of the Eparchy of 
Parma to be our Administrator. Fr. John has overseen some major repairs to the church building and 
the rectory, a new kitchen in the parish hall, paving of the parking lot and several other repairs and 
remodeling. Slowly, when funds become available, there will be a new dome, and a new iconostas.  

In September of 2004, Rev. Fr. Sid Sidor was assigned by Bishop John Kudrick of the Eparchy 
of  Parma, Ohio to be our Administrator.  Fr. Sidor has been embraced by the City of 
Indianapolis and its community with open arms.  He holds Eastern Catholic Church classes 
such as:  “The Diversity within the Catholic Church”, “The History of the Catholic Church 
since A.D. 33”, and “Personal Journey through Life – Depression”.  Fr. Sidor is called upon to 
speak at the Men’s Conferences (Oct. 2009); Young Catholic Adult Group Conferences (July 
2006); Knights of Columbus (Sept. 2009); Women’s Conferences (2004, 2005, 2006, 2007, 2008, 
2009), and at every major event supported by the Archdiocese of Indianapolis, Indiana.  

Fr. Sidor is sought out nationally to speak at major conferences, but focuses his work here in 
Indianapolis.  A healing  celebration is held once per month.  This is one of the two Catholic 
Healing services in the State of Indiana.  You can participate at Holy Mass at the Blessed 
Mother Seaton Ann Roman Catholic Church, Carmel, Indiana – see the church bulletin for 
details. 

 

~ PRAYERS, HEALINGS & PERSONAL PRAYERS  - REQUESTS WELCOMED~ 
 

~ APPOINTMENTS MADE UPON REQUEST~ 
317.632.4157 * fax 317.632.2988 

www.saindy.com 
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